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To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Bletchley 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  1965* 

As  I have  been  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  final  quarter 
of  the  year  only,  most  of  the  work  recorded  herein  was  adminstered  by 
my  predecessor,  Dr.  D.H.  Waldron.  For  this  report,  therefore,  I am 
following  the  general  arrangements  laid  down  by  him. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  main  causes  of  death  are  now  becoming  well  defined  and  point 
to  the  areas  where  future  preventive  measures  must  be  found.  These  are 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  and  various  forms  of  cancer. 
Happily  no  deaths  resulted  from  tuberculosis  and  the  infectious  diseases 
generally  are  becoming  well  controlled  (though  the  risk  of  importation 
of  many  diseases  must  not  be  ignored). 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  fell  to  a record 
low  (19)  in  1965  and  reflects  a continued  improvement  in  the  variety 
of  services  and  skills  devoted  to  expectant  mothers  and  their  families. 
The  rate  for  Bletchley  is  very  favourable  indeed,  though  of  course  with 
the  relatively  small  numbers  involved  too  much  emphasis  must  not  be 
placed  on  single  year  figures.  The  number  of  still  births  fell  (as  did 
the  national  figure)  and  once  again  there  was  no  maternal  death. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Under-reporting  of  the  less  serious  notifiable  diseases  is  evident 
in  Bletchley  as  in  most  areas.  I am  hoping  that  a revised  list  of 
diseases  is  brought  out  in  the  not-too-distant  future,  so  that  this 
statutory  duty  becomes  more  useful  and  important. 

A measles  epidemic  involved  at  least  540  persons  during  the  year. 

It  is  thought  that  in  the  near  future  a vaccine  will  become  available 
to  control  the  serious  complications,  at  least. 

Environmental  Health 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  a community  where  the  standard  of  houses 
and  buildings  is  generally  good,  most  being  of  modern  construction.  As 
the  town  grows,  this  will  have  a beneficial  effect  on  the  physical  and 
mental  health  of  the  inhabitants.  However,  there  is  one  aspect  of 
housing  that  must  be  seriously  considered  by  the  council.  As  further 
multi— storey  flats  are  erected,  care  will  have  to  be  exercised  in  the 
allocation  of  these  to  prospective  tenants.  There  is  sufficient 
evidence  available  to  suggest  that  the  health  and  development  of  young 
children  (and  their  mothers)  are  impaired  by  living  in  high  flats. 
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My  own  experience  in  the  past  with  young  families  in  these  situations 
has  given  me  much  concern  over  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen,  where 
nothing  short  of  rehousing  has  been  the  only  solution,, 

Every  effort  must  be  made  to  place  families  with  small  children 
near  the  ground  floor  level.  If  it  proves  necessary  to  accommodate 
them  in  high  flats,  I feel  it  is  obligatory  to  provide  some  form  of 
secure  (i.e.  enclosed)  play  area  near  their  home.  I quote  from  a 
Ministry  Manual  on  ''Flats  and  Houses". 

'The  provision  of  play  space  must  be  one  of  the  first  calls  on  the 
available  space  around  dwellings  in  multi-storey  development  which  do 
not  have  gardens  of  their  own. .... .Generally  the  approach  to  the 

provision  of  playing  facilities  should  be  a generous  one.  The  important 
thing  is  to  recognise  that  the  beneficial  social  effects  of  good 
housing  conditions  can  be  ;largely  cancelled  out  if  there  is  nowhere 
immediately  near  their  homes  where  the  children  find  it  enjoyable  to 
play". 

Clean  Air 

So  far,  no  smoke  control  areas  have  been  created  in  Bletchley.  I 
feel  this  is  a pity,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  cost  to 
the  town  would  be  relatively  small  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  few 
conversions  would  be  necessary.  The  major  contribution  to  atmospheric 
pollution  is  the  domestic  chimney,  and  with  the  imminence  of  the  new 
city  it  would  be  advantageous  to  "keep  clean"  from  the  beginning. 

Householders  should  be  made  aware  that  more  heat  is  obtained 
from  smokeless  fuels  than  coal  for  the  same  money.  The  price  per 
hundredweight  is  misleading  and  gives  the  wrong  impression.  The  sulphur 
dioxide  "thorn"  is  really  a "red  herring"  and  should  not  be  a factor 
to  be  used  in  delaying  implementation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act.  Smokeless 
fuels  do  not  emit  more  sulphur  dioxide  than  untreated  coal,  but  the 
fact  that  some  people  and  businesses  turn  to  gas  or  electricity  results 
in  a reduced  sulphur  dioxide  emission.  Let  us  not  wait  for  Bletchley 
to  become  a "black  area"  before  we  act.  The  damage  to  the  health  of 
the  people  cannot  be  undone,  apart  from  the  wastage  of  money. 

Food  Hygiene 

With  the  rapidly  accelerating  trend  towards  pre-packed  food  stuffs, 
and  the  tendency  to  longer  storage  of  certain  commodities  extra 
vigilance  by  the  public  is  becoming  necessary.  Health  Inspectors  are 
only  too  well  aware  of  the  danger  from  improper  treatment  and  storage, 
but  it  is  impossible  for  inspections  to  be  made  on  all  food  premises 
frequently  enough.  The  next  stage  in  health  education  will  be  to  offer 
demonstrations,  talks  and  courses  on  food  hygiene  to  people  concerned 
in  food  retailing.  Mr.  James  and  I,  hope  employers  will  recognise  the 
benefits  of  a hygiene  conscious  staff  and  will  enable  them  to  attend 
these  courses.  As  far  as  the  general  public  is  concerned  I would  appeal 
to  each  individual  to  patronize  only  those  shops  where  unwrapped  food 
(especially  meat  products  and  pastries)  are  handled  with  tongs  or  tissue 
paper. 
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I do  not  want  to  paint  all  retailers  as  the  villains  in  this 
matter,  especially  in  view  of  the  amount  of  mis-handling  of  food  that 
occurs  in  many  households,  I am  planning  to  tackle  the  problem  of 
educating  the  consumer  where  this  is  necessary  concurrently  with  the 
courses  to  the  retailer.  A great  deal  of  minor  and  sometimes  major 
illnesses  are  caused  through  mishandling  of  food.  "Upset  tummies" 
can  sometimes  prove  dangerous.  The  majority  of  this  illness  is 
never  reported  in  the  statistics  on  food  poisoning. 

Food  production  is  another  matter  giving  rise  to  concern  to 
your  Health  Department.  As  legislation  presently  stands,  we  have  to 
rely  on  the  goodwill  of  manufacturers  to  raise  the  bacterioligical 
cleanliness  of  their  products.  Not  until  these  products  are  found 
to  contain  certain  food-poisoning  organisms  or  spoilage  obvious  to 
the  naked  eye,  can  action  be  taken,  even  though  these  products  may 
harbour  undesirable  numbers  of  a variety  of  other  organisms. 

Staff. 

Your  present  Medical  Officer  took  office  on  31st  August,  after 
Dr.  Waldron's  retirement  on  August  15th.  Dr.  Laslett  resigned  31st 
May  and  his  successor,  Dr.  Hutchby  was  appointed  on  the  25th  October. 

Re-organisation  of  the  Public  Health  Department  early  in  the 
year  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  James  as  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  with  Mr.  Bailey  as  his  assistant.  With  the  increase  in  the 
volume  of  work  imposed  on  health  inspectors,  this  re-organisation  was 
well  considered  and  imperative.  Acknowledgement  must  be  made  to  Mr. 
Smithie's  work  in  the  past  and  his  expert  knowledge  and  experience 
will  continue  to  be  of  undoubted  value  to  the  Health  Department  in 
the  future. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


P.  LAVIS. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


GENERAL: 


12& 

±2$1 

Area  (in  acres) 

4459 

4459 

Population 

20610 

22110 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

6090 

6621 

Rateable  Value 

(1st  April) 

£991,202 

£1,067,122 

Rate  per  £1 

10/- 

10/7 

Sum  represented  by  Id  Rate 

£4,300 

£4,800 

BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 

Males 

247 

286 

Females 

234 

211 

Illegitimate 

Males 

6 

11 

Females 

12 

6 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  Population  ■ 

-CoAyoiUA) c»c.  m 

18.3 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  Population- 

Bucks  County 

20.1 

19.6 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  Population  ■ 

England  & Hales 

18.4 

18.  ; 

Stillbirths 

Males 

5 

4 

Females 

4 

3 

DEATHS: 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

(adjusted^ 

11.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population- 

Bucks  County 

8.7 

8.9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population- 

England  & Hales 

11.3 

11.5 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

Nil 

Bucks  County 

0.37 

0.28 

Infant  Mortality  (rate  per  1,000 

births)  6.0 

13.6 

Bucks  County 

16.7 

14.9 

England  & Hales 

20.0 

19.0 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OP  DEATHS 


\3  lo£ 

M.  P.  T 


Cancer: 

Stomach. 

Lungs , Bronchus 
Breast 
Uterus 
Other 
Leukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Heart  Disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Digestive  Diseases 

Congenital  Malformations 

Accidents:  Motor  Vehicles) 

Others  ) 

Suicide 

All  other  causes 


- 

M.  P.  T. 
17  12  29 


0 0 0 
Oil 
9 13  22 
25  25  50 
14  5 

2 3 5 

7 0 7 

112 
0 0 0 
4 15 

3 14 

8 7 15 

77  W 145 


oil 

8 19 

0 4 4 

0 2 2 

9 6 15 

10  1 

0 0 0 
8 5 13 

36  24  60 

6 4 in 

3 0 3 

5 16 

0 2 2 
•2  1 3 

4 0 4 

2 13 

10  1 

13  4 17 

154 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

GENERAL 

An  outbreak  of  measles  was  the  only  noteable  feature,  although 
twenty-four  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  causes  some  concern.  No  doubt 
there  were  in  fact  more  cases  than  this,  but  certain  features  of  the 
condition  is  making  it  difficult  to  diagnose.  The  dangers  of  this 
disease  must  not  be  forgotten  by  parents. 

The  general  level  of  immunisations  of  children  to  poliomyelitis, 
diptheria  and  tuberculosis  is  good.  It  is  not  as  good  as  it  might  be 
and  efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  this,  especially  through  the 
school  health  service. 

NOTIFICATIONS: 

Erysipelas  1 

Dysentery  1 

Scarlet  Fever  3 

Measles  540 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  4 
Tuberculosis  (others)  2 
Whooping  Cough  24 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 


LABORATORY  SERVICES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bedford  and  hospital  laboratories 
at  Aylesbury  serve  the  area.  Certain  samples  for  chemical  analysis  are 
sent  to  London. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

These  services,  which  are  radio  controlled,  are  administered  by  the 
County  Council. 

One  main  station  is  maintained  at  Bletchley  with  sub-stations  at 
Buckingham,  Uolverton  and  Newport  Pagnell. 

HOME  NURSING  , MIDWIFERY 

Six  District  Nurses/Midwives  serve  the  area.  The  population  and 
need  for  this  serr-i  ce  has  now  reached  a point  where  re-organisation  is 
necessary  and  this  is  planned  for  1966. 

CLINICS 

(a)  Child  Welfare 

There  are  two  clinics  in  the  town,  at  Whalley  Drive  and  the 
Iiethodist  Hall,  Bletchley  Road.  These  are  working  to  capacity  adn  dis- 
cussions will  shortly  be  held  to  decide  the  form  of  future  clinics. 

The  total  attendances  of  children  during  the  year  was  6779.  These 
clincs  rely  very  much  on  the  work  of  ladies  who  voluntarily  give  their 
time.  This  work  is  very  much  appreciated.  Unfortunately,  the  clinic 
staff  need  more  assistance  from  lay  people  and  efforts  to  find  willing 
helpers  have  so  far  proved  fruitless. 

(b)  Child  Guidance 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Whalley  Drive.  There  is  a desperate 
need  for  an  Educational  Psychologist,  and  our  failure  to  attract  someone 
to  this  post  reflects  the  national  shortage  of  such  qualified  people. 
Remedial  classes  are  held  at  the  clinic,  though  only  a small  proportion 
of  children  requiring  this  help  can  be  dealt  with. 

(c)  Dental  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Nhalley  Drive.  The  staff  have,  of  course, 
ample  work  in  combating  the  appalling  rate  of  dental  decay  among  school- 
children. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

The  Health  visitors  work  from  the  Whalley  Drive  clinic  and  all  are 
attached  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  town.  This  co-operation  be- 
tween local  authorities  and  General  Practitioner's  services  has  proved 
of  great  benefit  to  patients. 

BLIND 

A qualified  Home  Teacher  works  in  the  area  and  helps  the  blind  to 
lead  a fuller  and  useful  life. 
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SOCIAL,  MENTAL  & WELFARE  OFFICERS 

The  increasing  importance  and  value  of  this  work  is  now  recognised 
and  officers  are  stationed  in  Bletchley  for  this  purpose.  The  structure 
of  this  part  of  the  Health  service  is  due  for  re-organisation  and  this 
should  begin  in  1966. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service,  difficult  to  evaluate  fully,  is  one  that  deserves 
public  support  and  admiration.  Often  working  in  poor  conditions,  for 
difficult  patients,  with  a great  deal  of  travelling,  these  ladies 
have  done  a tremendous  job.  One  cannot  accurately  estimate  the  amount 
of  money  (and  hospital  beds  and  family  break-up)  that  has  been  saved, 
but  every  penny  spent  in  this  direction  is  reaped  time  and  again  in 
other  directions. 

Over  the  year,  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  people  were  helped 
in  Bletchley. 

DIAGNOSTIC  AND  OUTPATIENTS  CLINIC 

This  clinic,  in  Whalley  Drive  is  administered  by  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  Consultants  in  the  following  specialities 
attend:  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  Dermatology,  Ophthalmalogy,  Chest 
Diseases,  Orthopaedic  Surgery,  General  Surgery,  Gynaecology, 

Paediatrics  and  Psychiatry. 

HOSPITALS 

The  following  hospitals  serve  the  areat- 

Rcyal  Bucks  Hospital 
Tindal  General  Hospital 
Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital 
Northampton  General  Hospital 
Bedford  General  Hospital 
London  Hospitals 
St.  John's  Hospital 
Creaton  Sanatorium 

Westbury  (Maternity) , Newport  Pagnell 
It  seems  likely  that  the  maternity  unit  will  begin  to  be  erected 
on  1966.  Discussions  have  been  held  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
by  the  General  Practitioners  representatives  and  local  Health  Officers. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

This  service  received  some  setbacks  during  1965  as  a result  of 
shortage  of  staff,  and  a heavy  backlog  of  work  has  built  up.  Complete 
re-organisation  of  the  service  has  become  necessary  in  an  attempt  to  run 
it  more  efficiently  to  cope  with  the  increasing  school  population,  the 
new  problems  facing  it  and  the  likely  continuing  shortage  of  staff. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


HATER 


The  Bucks  Hater  Board  have  reported  the  following  information: 

- The  supply  had  Been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity 

- 65  samples  of  water  in  supply  were  examined  hacteriologically. 
All  were  free  from  E.Coli.  in  100  mis. 

- No  contamination  had  Been  notified. 

- The  Fluoride  content  was  estimated  as  Being  less  than  0.2  parts 
per  million. 

A typical  chemical  analysis  was  as  follows: 

SOURCE:  Sandhouse  Pumping  Station  - Treated  Hater. 


PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS 
Appearance  - Clear 

pH  Value  - 7*8 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


Parts  per  million 


Ammonia  Nitrogen 

Trace 

Non-Carbonatt  Hardness 

45 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Trace 

Total  Hardness 

240 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Total  Solids 

280 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0 . 6 

Calcium,  as  Ca 

92 

0o  absorbed  from 

Magnesium,  as  Mg 

2.5 

permanganate 

Nil 

Chloride,  as  Cl 

17 

Carbonate  Hardness 

Iron,  as  Fe 

0.1 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO- 

195 

Flouride,  as  F less 

than  0.2 

Free  C0_  3 

17 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.1 

d 

Sulphate,  as  SO 

46 

Throughout  the  year 

the  Board 

was  concerned  at  the  lowering  of  t 

underground  reserves  owing  to  previous  mild  winters  and  restrictions 
were  placed  on  certain  usage. 


Colour 

TurBidity 


Less  than  5 
Less  than  1 
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DRAINAGE  & SEWERAGE 


Work  was  completed  on  connecting  to  the  main  drainage  system,  six 
houses  in  Drayton  Road  which  were  formerly  using  cesspits. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  operated  reasonably  well  under  its  over- 
loaded conditions  and  some  difficulty  was  at  times  experienced  in 
obtaining  labour  for  digging  out  the  sludge  beds. 

Owing  to  exceptionally  heavy  rainfall  over  several  days  in  July, 
the  treatment  plant  was  subjected  to  very  heavy  loading  and  the  normal 
sequence  of  operations  had  to  be  abandoned  for  three  days.  Other  points 
in  the  mains  system  were  also  affected. 

A complaint  made  regarding  the  spreading  of  sludge  on  farm  land 
outside  the  district  was  eventually  resolved  by  arranging  tipping  in 
fields  further  removed  from  the  complainant. 

Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the 
extension  of  the  sewage  works  and  the  Council  agreed  to  the  provision 
of  a composting  plant  for  dealing  with  household  refuse  and  sewage 
sludge . 

PUBLIC  CLEAHSUTG 

As  a result  of  the  Inquiry  in  December,  1964  into  a Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  made  by  the  Council  for  the  access  road,  the  Salden 
Wood  tip  became  closed  for  further  use. 

Preparations  having  been  completed  at  Rammamere  Farm,  the  new 
site  was  brought  into  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the 
temporary  arrangements  at  Saffrom  Gardens  discontinued. 

The  weekly  collection  service  was  maintained,  but  one  of  the 
two  collection  vehicles  had  to  be  replaced.  A third  vehicle  was  also 
purchased  and  another  collection  gang  was  envisaged  in  the  next  year. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bletchley  Urban  District 
Council . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  1965* 

This  is  the  first  report  of  the  Department  operating  as  a 
separate  unit  of  the  Council's  establishment. 

Occupation  of  our  pleasant  new  offices  at  the  rear  of  The  Elms, 
took  place  in  March  and  early  April  saw  the  arrival  of  Mr.  J.R.  Bailey 
who  was  appointed  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector.  This  was  indeed 
a fortunate  appointment  for  Mr.  Bailey  is  a well-qualified  and 
experienced  Inspector  and  has  has  greatly  assisted  me  in  establishing 
the  department  on  a firm  footing. 

The  shortage  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  of  insufficient 
numbers  being  trained  is  one  of  national  concern. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Council  took,  in  my  opinion,  an 
important  step  when  it  decided  to  help  contribute  towards  the  alleviation 
of  this  problem  by  appointing  to  the  staff  its  first  Pupil  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

In  September,  Mr.  D.J.  Wells,  began  his  employment  in  this  capacity, 
embarking  upon  the  required  four  years  of  practical  training  with  the 
Department  together  with  four  years  theoretical  studies  and  if  his  early 
promise  is  fulfilled  he  should  ultimately  prove  to  be  a worthy  entrant 
into  the  profession. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Council  I would  express  my  appreciation  for 
their  interest  in  the  working  of  the  department \ I would  also  thank 
the  officers  of  other  departments  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation 
during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  JAMES, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  covers  a wide  and  varied 
range  of  duties  as  the  following  pages  will  indicate. 

The  Inspector  may  find  himself  on  one  visit  carrying  out  post-mortem 
examinations  of  animal  carcases  to  detect  pathological  or  parasitical 
diseased  conditions  and  on  his  next  visit  be  investigating  a complicated 
drainage  system  in  search  of  the  cause  of  a blockage. 

Prom  testing  petroleum  storage  tanks,  advising  on  food  hygiene  to 
inspecting  plans  and  calculating  chimney  heights,  the  Inspectors  day  is 
never  a dull  one. 

Yet  much  of  the  work  proceeds  without  fuss  and  in  a routine  manner 
and  without  the  general  public  being  aware  of  what  is  being  done  on  their 
behalf. 

’Enactment*  - Inspection!  - 'Persuasion*  - ’Enforcement'  can  be  said 
to  be  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  lot. 

Hardly. a year  goes  by,  but  more  legislation  is  brought  out  and  added 
to  his  duties.  It  must  be  admitted  that  as  a profession  we  encourage 
improvements  in  the  law,  for  by  such  means  improvements  can  be  affected 
in  environmental  hygiene  and  the  general  well-being  of  the  public. 

Acts  of  Parliament  usually  call  for  detailed  inspections  being 
carried  out  on  or  in  varying  classes  of  premises.  Where  persons  live 
or  are  employed  or  where  businesses  are  operated  very  little  escapes 
attention. 

Before  'Enforcement*  a great  deal  of  advice,  tact  and  persuasion 
is  used  to  obtain  compliance.  An  Inspector  does  not  regard  himself  as  a 
Public  Health  "policeman",  although  he  may  be  equiped  with  just  as 
stringent  powers.  He  believes  in  educating  and  gaining  the  co-operation 
of  those  he  is  dealing  with  thereby  establishing  good  relations.  Indeed, 
in  some  measures  he  is  a good  "Public  Relations  Officer"  for  the  Council, 
for  he  comes  into  contact  with  people  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Nevertheless,  where  persuasion  has  failed  and  firmness  has  taken  its 
place,  enforcement  procedure  may  have  to  be  initiated.  Happily  these  cases 
are  in  the  minority. 
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The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  one  of  the  five  Statutory  Officers 
that  each  local  authority  must  appoint  and  the  law  requires  that  he  be 
properly  qualified  for  such  duty.  Of  necessity  his  learning  must  he 
extremely  wide.  He  must  be  something  of  a lawyer  to  understand  and 
enforce  the  law,  be  familiar  with  the  work  of  a doctor  and  understand 
the  causes  of  certain  diseases,  practice  as  a veterinary  inspector  on 
the  carcass  of  food  animals,  have  an  expert  knowledge  of  building 
work  and  le  prepared  to  advise  architects,  know  something  of  bacteriology 
and  entomology,  be  conversant  with  the  principles  of  fuel  combustion 
and  be  capable  of  effective  adminstration. 

Above  all,  he  should  be  gifted  with  the  capacity  to  understand 
the  divergent  types  of  human  beings  who  constitute  present-day  society. 


FOOD 

-== 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  one  slaughterhouse  is 
licensed  in  the  district  and  this  operates  mainly  in  connection  with 
the  owner's  butchers  shop. 

Two  licenses  were  renewed  for  slaughtermen  under  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  placed  upon  every  local 
authority  the  responsibility  to  ensure  that  all  meat  slaughtered 
within  its  district  was  inspected  and  stamped  before  leaving  the 
slaughterhouse . 

A proviso  to  this  was  that  in  the  first  two  years  of  the  operation 
of  the  Regulations,  meat  might  be  removed  without  inspection  after  six 
hours  from  the  time  of  slaughter  and  provided  it  was  not  removed  during 
the  period  beginning  7 p.m.  and  ending  7 a.ra. 

The  1st  October,  1965*  was  to  have  been  the  end  of  this  proviso 
but  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  announced  an 
amending  Regulation  deferring  the  operation  of  full  inspection  for  a 
further  year. 

Owing  to  changes  in  times  of  slaughtering  at  the  slaughterhouse 
it  became  part  of  a regular  pattern  for  meat  to  have  to  be  inspected 
on  a Saturday  morning  - not  a pleasant  prospect  when  other  officers 
are  enjoying  their  five  day  week. 
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On  several  occasions  assistance  was  sought  by  and  given  to  Buckingham 
Borough  Council  in  an  effort  to  maintain  their  inspection  service. 

.1  total  of  130  visits  were  carried  out  during  the  year  at  which  7&5 
carcases  were  inspected. 

Inspection  charges  made  hy  the  Council  amounted  to  £28.l6.9d. 

DETAILS  OP  CARCASES  ADD  OPPAL  INSPECTED  AND  PARTS  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered 

75 

- 

3 

513 

174 

Number  inspected 

75 

mm 

3 

513 

174 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 
Uhole  carcases  condemned: 

mm 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned: 

5 

6 

14 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci: 

6.66 

1.17 

2.85 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Dhole  carcases  condemned; 

. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis: 

•• 

mm 

— 

Cys  ticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned: 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned : 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


In  their  general  food  inspection  duties  Public  Health  Inspectors 
find  considerable  quantities  of  unsound  food.  In  all  cases  appropriate 
action  is  taken  to  ensure  that  it  is  not  used  for  human  consumption. 

The  quantities  of  unsound  food  surrendered  or  condemned  during  1965 
were  as  follows: 


Tons  cwt  lbs 


Meat  at  slaughterhouse  0 
Meat  at  retail  premises  0 
Meat  at  wholesale  premises  4 
Cooked  meats  and  meat  products  0 
Canned  meats  0 
Fish  0 
Fruit  and  vegetables  0 
Other  foods  0 


Total  5 


1 

1 

4 

3 
1 
0 

9 

2 

4 


15 

99 

92 

60 

96 

8 

52 

13 

99 


FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

Much  of  the  work  performed  in  relation  to  the  inspection  tnd 
sampling  of  food  does  not  require  the  formal  exercise  of  legal  powers. 

The  trade  is,  in  general,  co-operative  and  in  its  own  interest  anxious 
to  ensure  that  the  food  sold  to  the  public  is  sound  and  in  good 
condition.  It  is  necessary  on  occasions,  however,  to  investigate 
complaints  alleging  alien  matter  in  foods,  ranging  from  foreign  bodies 
to  unwholesome  conditions.  Each  investigation  must  be  carried  out 
with  strict  impartiality  for  occasionally  such  complaints  may  prove 
false  or  sometimes  the  result  of  sabotage. 

In  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955 > Section  2 deals  with  food  not  of 
the  nature,  substance  or  quality  demanded,  whilst  Section  8 deals  with 
food  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Food  & Drugs  authorities  are  given  the  duty  to  enforce  the  former 
and  local  authorities  the  latter. 

There  are  many  complaints  falling  within  the  scope  of  Section  2 
which  should  be  regarded  as  of  public  health  importance,  and,  as  far 
as  possible  dealt  with  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  their  authorities. 
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This  Council,  although  not  a Food  & Drugs  authority,  nevertheless 
can  by  virtue  of  Section  109  take  the  like  proceedings  if  it  so  wishes. 

On  this  basis,  the  Department  followed  through  all  except  one  of  the 
following  complaints,  the  exception  being  passed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  to  the  County  Food  & Drugs  Department. 

Glass  in  jar  of  jam; 

Green  stains  in  a malt  loaf; 

Sulphiding  in  tins  of  chopped  pork; 

White  particles  in  tin  of  grapefruit  (2) ; 

Mouldy  pie  (2) ; 

Insect  in  loaf  of  bread; 

Mouldy  cakes; 

Sulphiding  in  tin  of  corned  beef; 

Salt  in  Sugar; 

Cardboard  in  currant  bun; 

Mouldy  bread; 

Beetle  in  tin  of  tomatoes; 

Mutton  cloth  in  tin  of  Irish  Stew; 

Glass  in  Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding; 

The  white  particles  in  grapefruit  were  subsequently  discovered  to  be 
a natural  condition  termed  'naringin*  and  the  salt  in  the  sugar  was 
determined  a domestic  accident. 

As  a result  of  those  cases  reported  as  justified  complaints, 
warning  letters  were  issued  to  the  retailer  or  manufacturer  as  necessary. 

No  legal  actions  were  taken. 

Twenty-nine  visits  and  revisits  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
aforegoing. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960,  require  all  who  are 
engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  for  sale  to  maintain  satisfactory  stand- 
ards of  cleanliness  in  the  conduct  of  their  business  and  in  carrying 
out  their  work  and  to  take  all  necessary  steps  to  guard  against  the 
contamination  of  food. 

Public  Health  Inspectors  are  constantly  drawing  the  attention  of 
those  responsible  to  any  unhygienic  practices  or  conditions.  They 
advise  on  methods  of  improving  hygiene  and  generally  act  in  an 
educational  and  advisory  capacity. 

As  the  result  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  visits  and  revisits  made  in 
this  connection,  twenty-nine  informal  notices  were  served. 
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The  following  are  prescribed  particulars  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  (Regulation  16  refers  to  the  provision  of  a wash-hand  basin 
together  with  hot  and  cold  water,  soap,  clean  towel  and  nail  brushes 
and  used  only  for  securing  personal  cleanliness.  Regulation  19  refers 
to  the  provision  of  a sink  together  with  hot  and  cold  water,  soap  and 
clean  cloths  for  use  in  washing  food  and  equipment) . 

Pood  Premises 

(1)  number  of  premises} 

(2)  number  known  to  be  fitted  to  comply  wd  ■‘■h  Regulation  16; 

(3)  number  of  premises  known  to  which  Regulation  19  applies; 

(4)  number  known  to  be  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19 • 


Category 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Bakers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Butchers 

13 

10 

13 

11 

Catering  estab.  (cafes,  canteens,  etc) 

49 

47 

49 

49 

Confectioners  (cakes,  sweets  etc) 

15 

15 

6 

6 

Fish  shops  (wet,  fried) 

6 

5 

5 

3 

Food  Factories 

7 

7 

3 

3 

Pood  Warehouses 

3 

3 

0 

0 

General  food  shops 

39 

34 

39 

35 

Greengrocers 

7 

6 

5 

3 

Licensed  premises 

30 

28 

24 

24 

POOD  POISONING 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  '•he  year. 

Pood  poisoning  was  first  made  notifiable  in  Great  Britain  in  15238,  "but 
notification  has  never  been  and  probably  never  will  be,  as  complete  as 
for  diseases  such  as  smallpox  and  tuberculosis.  We  all  know  of  c^ses, 
or  probable  cases,  whose  illness  is  as  short  as  it  is  dramatic,  01  so 
trivial,  that  the  doctor  is  never  consulted. 

Herein  lies  the  danger,  for  unreported  cases  go  uninvestigated 
and  should  the  sufferer  be  a handler  of  food,  be  it  in  the  home,  the 
shop,  or  canteen  kitchen,  a subsequent  lack  of  adequate  personal 
cleanliness  may  put  many  consumers  to  risk. 

During  the  course  of  inspections  at  cafes,  shops  and  factory 
canteens  etc.,  the  opportunity  is  taken  to  distribute  posters  dealing 
with  food  hygiene  which  are  designed  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
staff,  the  simple  day  to  day  precautions  which  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  this  unpleasant,  uncomfortable  and  often  dangerous 
disease. 
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SAMPLING 


We  were  not  able  to  devote  as  much  attention  to  this  aspect  of  the 
work  as  we  would  wish  owing  to  other  duties  pressing  for  their  share  of 
our  time. 

Samples  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination  are  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bedford. 

There  are  twenty-nine  premises  which  are  registered  for  the  sale  of 
Ice-cream  and  several  mobile  vehicles  operate  in  the  district  during  the 
peak  season.  The  majority  of  these  vehicles  come  into  the  district  at 
week-ends  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  we  are  unable  to  obtain  samples 
from  them  by  reason  that  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  carried  out  on  icecream 
demands  that  the  samples  arrive  at  the  laboratory  within  two  hours  of 
taking  them. 

With  this  test,  we  are  advised  that  owing  to  the  numerous  factors 
governing  the  hygienic  quality  of  icecream  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much 
attention  to  the  bacteriological  result  on  any  single  sample.  Judgement 
should  be  based  rather  on  a series  of  samples  taken  over  a period. 

However,  with  one  particularly  poor  result  the  matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  firm  concerned. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  samples  taken: 

Ice-cream 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 


Other  Foods: 


Jellied  Veal 

no 

food 

poisoning 

organisms 

found 

Pork  tenderloin 

11 

11 

»t 

11 

11 

Brisket  of  beef 

11 

11 

tt 

it 

it 

Black  pudding 

it 

it 

it 

it 

11 

Corned  beef  (complaint^ 

n 

n 

11 

n 

15  Grade  3 1 

Nil  Grade  4 1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  & HOUSING  ACTS 


The  Public  Health  Acts,  1936  & 1961,  set  out  particular  conditions 
which  are  held  to  be  nuisances  liable  to  be  dealt  with  under  those  Acts. 
The  condition  "any  premises  in  such  a state  as  to  be  prejudicial  to 
health  or  a nuisance"  is  extensively  used  in  dealing  with  the  many 
defects  found  in  older  properties.  Criticism  of  the  delays  in  the 
procedure  to  be  followed  is  howevei  made  from  time  to  time. 

Following  the  practice  of  serving  informal  notices,  the  usual 
period  of  one  month  is  allowed  before  reporting  for  statutory  action 
and  then  serving  an  Abatement  Notice.  Another  month  elapses  before 
advising  the  Council  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  a Nuisance  Order.  It 
can  be  readily  seen,  therefore,  that  some  time  may  pass  before  the  due 
process  of  the  law  effects  a remedy. 

During  the  year,  twenty-two  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect 
of  repairs  to  houses,  ten  were  complied  with. 


DRAINAGE 

A traditional  image  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  (formerly 
Sanitary  Inspector)  is  that  he  is  the  man  who  comes  with  the  rods  and 
"sees  to  the  drains".  As  will  be  seen  from  these  pages  nothing  is 
further  from  the  truth.  Tet,  nonetheless,  investigating  drain  blockages 
forms  part  of  our  general  duties. 

The  law,  and  thus  whose  responsibility  it  is  to  clear  a blockage, 
can  be  a complicated  business.  A ’drain'  is  not  a 'sewer'  and  a sewer 
may  be  a 'private'  or  a 'public'  sewer.  Combined  drains  may  be  either  a 
'private'  or  a 'public'  sewer  according  to  the  date  of  construction. 

Many  of  the  public  believe  that  all  drains  and  sewers  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  Council,  otherwise  - "what  do  we  pay  out  rates 
for?"  The  law,  however,  knows  otherwise,  for  the  Council  is  responsible 
only  for  public  sewers. 

At  one  particular  property,  the  owner  had  experienced  several 
blockages  before  calling  us  in.  It  was  determined  tx.at  the  system 
consisted  of 'drains'  and  that  the  blockage  was  likely  to  be  under  the 
road.  The  owner,  whilst  conceding  that  the  drains  under  his  land  were 
his  responsibility,  was  so  unsure  that  the  length  under  the  road  until 
it  joined  a public  sewer  was  also  his,  that  he  engaged  the  services  of  a 
solicitor.  The  solicitor,  in  turn  was  similarly  unaware  of  the 
situation  until  the  relevant  sections  of  the  Act  were  quoted  to  him. 
Meanwhile,  because  of  the  urgency  in  clearing  the  blockage,  a notice  had 
to  be  served  and  a certificate  was  issued  thereby  enpowering  the  Council 
to  take  remedial  action.  The  cost  of  the  work,  which  involved  taking 
up  part  of  the  road,  was  subsequently  recovered  from  the  owner. 
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Another  call  for  assistance  came  from  the  new  owner  of  a house  which 
had  stood  vacant  for  some  considerable  time.  Apparently,  the  inspection 
chamber  was  blocked  and  effluent  was  overflowing  into  the  gardens.  The 
"inspection  chamber"  turned  out  to  be  a cesspit  that  no  one,  not  even 
the  agents  selling  the  property,  knew  about.  This  situation  was  remedied 
after  advising  the  owner  to  engage  the  services  of  a firm  with  cesspit- 
emptying vehicles. 

Heavy  rains  caused  flooding  in  several  back  gardens  in  Duncombe 
Street.  This  arose  from  the  drain  from  Bletchley  Station  to  the 
'Newfoundout'  being  silted  up  with  oil  deposits.  Informal  action  was 
taken  to  obtain  clearance  of  the  drain  and  of  the  Newfoundout  catchpit 
by  British  Railways. 

In  all,  one  hundred  and  eighty  inspections  and  revisits  were  made  in 
connection  with  blocked  drains  and  sewers  and  defective  sanitary  fittings. 


HOUSING 


The  Housing  Act,  1957 > prescribes  the  general  powers  which  a local 
authority  may  exercise  to  deal  with  houses  considered  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

In  considering  the  condition  of  a house  the  following  matters  have 
to  be  examined; 


repair; 
stability; 
freedom  from  damp; 
natural  lighting; 
ventilation; 
water  supply; 

drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences; 
facilities  for  storage,  preparation  and  cooking 
of  food  and  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water. 


For  a house  to  be  unfit,  the  degree  to  which  any  one  of  the  defects 
exist  must  be  sufficient  to  render  the  house  not  reasonably  suitable  for 
occupation  in  that  condition.  TMs  standard  is  low  because  it  fails  to 
require  modern  facilities  which  have  come  to  be  regarded  as  essential  today 
and  is  largely  a minimum  standard  of  structure.  Homes  without  artificial 
light,  Mths,  hot  water  or  internal  water-closets  for  example,  may  still 
have  to  be  regarded  as  fit.  1 
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If  after  representation  to  the  Council,  that  a house  is  both  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  oost  and  if  the 
Council  is  so  satisfied,  it  is  required  to  inform  the  owner  that  they 
intend  to  consider  the  future  use  of  the  house.  The  owner  may  submit 
proposals  such  as  works  for  rendering  it  fit,  or  may  give  an  undertaking 
that  the  property  will  noi.  be  used  as  a dwelling.  If  no  proposals  are 
submitted  or  accepted,  the  Council  must  make  a Demolition  Order,  unless, 
in  particular  circumstances  such  as  the  effect  on  adjoining  property, 
it  is  more  expedient  to  make  a Closing  Order. 

Such  action  as  above  is  known  as  dealing  with  'Individual  unfit 
houses',  but  sometimes  with  groups  of  unfit  houses,  it  may  be  more 
convenient  to  deal  with  them  as  a 'Clearance  Area'. 

This  was  the  case  with  ten  houses  in  Duncome  Street  where  the 
last  of  the  occupants  were  rehoused  during  the  year  and  the  properties 
finally  demolished  under  the  Bletchley (Duncombe  Street)  Clearance 
Order,  1963. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  action  taken  by  the  Council  in 
respect  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  10 
Houses  demolished  following  the  Demolition  Orders  3 
Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  3 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  0 
Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  - still  occupied  6 
Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  - vacant  - demolition  pending  5 
Number  of  persons  rehoused  - (i)  individuals  33 

(ii)  families  10 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  all  local  authorities  were  asked 
by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  submit  to  him  their 
total  of  unfit  houses  yet  to  be  dealt  with. 

This  report  was  duly  sent  after  being  submitted  to  the  Council 
for  approval.  The  report  included  thirty-six  houses,  ten  of  which  were 
in  the  ownership  of  the  Council.  After  being  reported  to  both  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  to  the  Development  Committee  it  was  decided  that  a 
scheme  be  drawn  up  for  building  houses  to  rehouse  the  persons  to  be 
displaced. 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

It  is  commonsense  to  preserve  structurally  sound  houses  and  turn 
them  into  decent  up-to-date  homes. 
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There  are  many  old  houses,  which,  with  a useful  life  ahead,  are 
capable  of  supplying  satisfactory  accomodation  if  provided  with  modern 
amenities.  Improvement  grants  give  financial  help  to  owners  of  these 
dwellings  for  the  installation  of  facilities  needed  to  raise  the 
standard  of  housing. 

Standard  Grants,  provided  certain  simple  conditions  are  satisfied, 
cannot  he  refused.  They  are  intended  to  equip  houses  with  the  five  amenities 
- a hath,  wash-hand  hasin,  hot  water  system,  internal  water-closet,  and 
a food  store.  In  normal  circumstances  the  grant  is  half  the  cost  of  the 
improvement,  subject  to  a maximum  of  £155* 

The  information  below  shows  the  number  of  applications  received 
and  homes  improved: 


Owner/occupier  Tenanted 


1.  Number  of  applications  received 
Number  of  applications  approved 
Number  of  applications  refused 
Number  of  dwellings  improved 


19 

18 

0 

16 


2 

2 

0 

3 


2.  Amount  paid  in  grants 


3.  Average  grant  per  house 


£2049. 17.  Hd 
£ 107.17.9g<l 


4.  Amenities  provided 


(a)  bath 


16 


'b)  wash-hand  basin  17 


closet  18 

(e)  food  store  10 
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CLEM  AIR 


Despite  the  lack  of  conclusive  evidence  concerning  the  precise 
role  of  air  pollution  in  causing  or  contributing  to  ill-health,  the 
implications  are  so  serious  that  no  community  can  afford  to  ignore 
them.  The  great  sanitary  movement  of  the  mid  - 19th  century  began  to 
bring  infective  diseases  such  as  cholera  and  typhoid  under  control 
long  before  the  germs  which  caused  these  diseases  were  discovered. 

The  measures  taken  were  simply  based  on  observations  that  drinking 
polluted  water  was  associated  with  these  diseases.  The  provision  of 
clean  drinking  water  was  not  delayed  until  the  discovery  of  bacteria. 
It  may  well  be  that  conclusive  evidence  regarding  the  role  of  air 
pollution  may  only  be  acquired  as  a result  of  the  study  of  the  effects 
of  remedial  measures.  Health  considerations  apart,  there  is  an 
overwhelming  case  for  achieving  and  maintaining  a clean  atmosphere  - 
increased  efficiency  for  industry,  less  dirt  and  grime  for  the  public. 


INDUSTRIAL  POLLUTION 

In  1964  a survey  carried  out  by  the  National  Society  for  Clean 
Air  revealed  that  since  1956,  industrial  smoke  emissions  nationally 
had  been  reduced  by  half.  This  reduction  indicates  the  serious  view 
of  air  pollution  adopted  by  the  majority  of  industrialists. 

It  is  an  offence  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  195^>  for  dark  smoke 
to  be  emitted  from  the  chimney  of  any  building.  The  term  "dark  smoke" 
is  defined  by  reference  to  an  accepted  scale.  Regulations  exist,  however, 
which  permit  emissions  of  dark  smoke  for  specified  periods  and  within 
these  prescribed  periods  an  offence  would  not  be  committed. 

The  progress  made  by  local  authorities  in  promoting  and  maintaining 
a cleaner  atmosphere  cannot  be  measured  by  the  number  of  prosecutions. 

Much  of  the  work  and  success  achieved  is  through  informal  approaches 
between  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  managements. 

We  are  fortunate  that  in  the  district  little  trouble  is  given  with 
dark  smoke  from  chimneys.  Only  a few  industrial  chimneys  produce  smoke 
and  observations  have  shown  that  only  one  may  be  exceeding  the  permitted 
periods.  The  majority  of  furnaces  and  boilers  are  operated  by  oil- 
firing.  This  is  not  to  say  that  dark  smoke  would  not  occur,  for  the  lack 
of  proper  maintenance  and  inattention  to  burners  would  soon  show. 

In  1931,  the  Weir  Committee  recommended  the  total  electrification 
of  Britain's  railways  stressing  that  this  would  lead  to  reduced  main- 
tenance costs  and  reduce  painting  and  cleaning  of  stations  and  carriages. 
Some  electrifications  took  place  before  the  war  and  is  now  being 
continued  under  the  railway  modernisation  programme.  It  is,  however, 
a long  term  programme  and  in  the  meanwhile  diesel  locomotives  have  been 
introduced  as  an  interim  measure. 
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The  town,  being  plaoed  on  the  first  major  route  eleotrifioation 
soheme,  saw  the  ultimate  aohieved  during  the  year.  A familiar  eouroe 
of  smoke  pollution  finally  disappeared  from  the  soene  when  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  the  last  steam  looomotive  engine  left  the  distriot. 
Diesel  looomotives  and  trains  had  gradually  been  taking  over  from  the 
ooal -burning  engines , but  even  this  great  ohange  was  overshadowed  when 
near  the  end  of  the  year  the  main  line  eleotrifioation  was  oompleted 
and  put  into  commission. 


CHIMNEY  HEIGHTS 

How  high  is  a "healthy  chimney"  - a good  effioient  Clean  Air  Aot 
chimney? 

It  no  longer  needs  to  be  high  enough  to  induoe  natural  draught  - 
mechanioal  devices  do  this  much  more  efficiently  - but  it  does  need  to 
be  high  enough  to  ensure  the  safe  dispersal  of  noxious  and  corrosive 
flue  gases  into  the  atmosphere. 

This  "health"  height  oan  be  determined  with  furnaces  rated  above 
650,000  B.T.U's  by  following  the  guidanoe  in  the  'Memorandum  on  Chimney 
Height's  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Looal  Government. 

The  memorandum  does  not  seem  to  have  penetrated  as  deeply  as  it 
should  have  into  all  architects  and  designers  departments*  It  is 
conceded  that  chimney  stacks  are  not  things  with  arohiteotural  merit 
but  surely  aesthetic  values  must  give  way  to  the  prevention  of  publio 
health  hazards. 

The  sulphur  dioxide  content  of  a flue  gas  is  a reliable  guide  to 
the  degree  of  insidious  pollution  and  the  Memorandum  describes  a method 
of  calculating  a desirable  height  based  on  this,  to  ensure  safe  dispersal. 

The  Counoil  is  required  to  reject  plans  of  new  buildings  if  the 
height  of  the  chimney  shown  on  them  is  insufficient  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  smoke,  grit,  dust  or  gases  from  beooming  pre- 
judicial to  publio  health  or  a nuisanoe.  Regrettably  this  requirement 
does  not  apply  to  shops,  offices  and  dwellings. 

All  plans  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Department  are,  in 
addition  to  other  requirements,  Inspected  as  regazds  satisfactory 
chimney  heights.  In  many  oases  much  correspondence  and  discussion 
is  gone  into  before  a desirable  height  is  achieved.  It  is  essential 
that  proper  consideration  be  given  to  these  matters  for  nothing 
can  be  done  after  the  passing  of  the  plans  to  effeot  an  inorease  in 
the  height  of  any  ohimney. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  FURNACES 

This  is  another  notable  failing  with  architects,  installers  and 
owners . 

Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  provides  that  all  new  furnaces 
shall  as  far  as  practicable  be  capable  of  being  operated  continuously 
without  emitting  smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  the  type  for  which  the  plant 
was  designed. 

It  also  makes  it  a punishable  offence  not  to  notify  the  local 
authority  of  the  proposal  to  install  a furnace. 

In  most  cases  notifications  were  obtained  only  after  writing  to 
those  persons  submitting  plans  on  which  a boiler  house  had  been  noted, 
or  where,  if  in  the  initial  stage  the  information  was  not  known,  by 
watching  the  progress  of  the  building  and  contacting  the  architects 
when  it  was  at  an  advanced  stage  of  construction. 

During  the  year  eighteen  notifications  were  made  to  the  Council, 
the  majority  being  ellicited  by  the  above  method. 

DOMESTIC  SMOKE 

Although  a few  years  ago  it  was  said  that  domestic  smoke 
contributed  to  50$  of  atmospheric  pollution,  with  the  modernisation  of 
plant  carried  out  by  industry  it  is  now  recognised  that  the  domestic 
chimney  is  responsible  for  75$  from  all  sources.  Not  only  that,  but 
it  is  discharged  at  a much  lower  level. 

The  nex*  Building  Regulations  insist  that  all  new  dwellings  must 
only  be  fitted  with  heating  arrangements  either  using  the  'piped' 
smokeless  fuels,  or  where  solid  fuel  appliances  are  fitted  they  must 
be  capable  of  burning  solid  smokeless  fuels  with  little  or  no  conversion. 

Many  of  the  newcomers  to  the  town  must  be  coming  from  already 
declared  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  London  and  be  familiar  with  burning 
smokeless  fuels.  Others  would  accept  the  fact  that  their  new  home 
was  'smokeless'. 

Would  it  not,  then,  be  a worthwhile  policy  to  declare  all  new 
estates  Smoke  Control  Areas  from  the  outset  and  prepare  a programme  for 
gradually  bringing  in  the  rest  of  the  town? 

Some  may  draw  attention  to  the  brickworks  chimneys,  but  after  the 
passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  in  1956  the  Government  recognised  that 
certain  industrial  processes  would  be  faced  with  particular  difficulties 
in  complying  with  the  Act's  requirements.  Ceramic  works  came  under  the 
control  of  the  Alkali  Inspector  who  sees  that  the  'best  practicable  means' 
are  employed  for  securing  the  minimum  pollution. 
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The  term  'Smokeless  Zone'  is  not  a valid  one.  Instead,  the  designation 
'Smoke  Control  Area'  is  used  and  it  means  an  area  in  which  the  local 
authority  have  the  power  to  declare  that  all  practicable  steps  shall  he 
taken  to  reduce  smoke  pollution  to  a minimum  including  the  use  only,  of 
authorised  fuels. 

» •!, 

Smoke  Control  must  come  some  day  and  the  longer  it  is  put  off  the 
larger  the  town  will  grow  and  the  more  difficult  to  deal  with. 


GARDEN  FIRES 

The  nuisance  arising  from  garden  bonfires  can  best  be  assessed  by 
someone  who  lives  near  a regular  burner.  The  keen  gardener  who  'loves'  the 
smell  of  bonfire  smoke  is  known  to  all.  The  depths  of  his  'love'  can  be 
judged  by  the  care  he  takes  to  ensure  that  the  wind  carries  the  smoke 
away  from  his  own  house.  On  grounds  of  common-sense  he  does  not  wish 
the  smouldering,  slow  burning,  pungent  smelling  bonfire  to  penetrate  his 
own  open  windows,  he  prefers  to  let  his  neighbours  obtain  maximum 
benefit . 

The  burning  of  dense,  damp,  vegetable  refuse  can  produce  volumes 
of  acrid  pungent  smoke. 

Though  strongly  believed  in  by  some  gardeners,  the  clouds  of  smoke 
from  burning  refuse  have  nothing  to  do  with  good  horticulture  and  their 
nuisance  value  is  not  hard  to  assess. 

Done  on  a fine  still  evening,  the  effect  of  local  temperature 
inversions  can  keep  the  cool  smoke  lying  over  streets  and  houses  for 
many  hours  and  one  fire  can  give  serious  local  pollution  affecting  many 
families  in  the  neighbourhood. 

As  regards  nuisance  value  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  a problem. 

Many  people  desire  to  live  at  peace  with  their  neighbours  and  on  fine 
days  or  evenings,  people  will  close  their  windows  and  retreat  indoors 
rather  than  complain  to  the  perpetrator. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  the  burning  of  garden  refuse  in  Britain 
each  year  produces  a thousand  times  more  benzpyrene,  a cancer-producing 
agent,  than  the  total  cigarette  smoking  of  the  nation.  That  in  itself 
should  be  sufficient  to  condemn  the  ritual  as  a health  hazard.  • 

Similar  trouble  is  experienced  from  time  to  time  with  shops  or  ware- 
houses who  get  rid  of  their  waste  cartons  by  burning.  A block  of  sixteen 
shops  had  to  be  visited  and  verbal  warnings  given  as  a result  of  complaints 
received  from  the  occupants  of  dwellings  and  offices  situated  above  the 
shops. 
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FACTORIES 


Under  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  local  authorities  are  responsible  for 
enforcing  the  following  provisions t- 

At  powered  factories  At  non— powered  factories 

Section  7 - Sanitary  Conveniences  Section  1 - Cleanliness 

" 2 - Overcrowding 

" 3 - Temperature 

” 4 ~ Ventilation 

" 6 - Drainage  of  floors 

" 7 - Sanitary  Conveniences 

Part  of  the  effect  of  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act, 

1963  was  to  place  the  supervision  of  the  working  conditions  at  offices 
attached  to  factories  under  the  control  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  now  faces  an  embarrassing  position  when 
he  visits  a factory.  When  he  asks  to  inspect  the  sanitary  conveniences 
he  is  invariably  shown  to  those  provided  for  office  staff  use  in  addition 
to  being  shown  those  provided  for  factory  use.  He  must  patiently  explain 
that  he  cannot  involve  himself  in  the  welfare  provisions  for  office  staff 
and  this  arouses  much  cynical  critisism  about  the  duplication  of  visits. 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTION  for  the  purposes  of  the  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  & 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

16 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

111 

159 

28 

- 

(iii)Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers'  premises) 

8 

4 

- 

- 

Totals 

135 

163 

28 

- 

31 


2.  Cases  in  whioh  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  oases  in 
which  defeots  were  found 

Number  of 
oases  in 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referre 

To  H.M. 
Insp. 

d 

By  H.M. 
Insp, 

whioh  prose 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S. 

3)  - 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.  6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

- 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

26 

8 

_ 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

» 

Total 

28 

8 

- 

1 

- 

PART  Vlll  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Mature  of  work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  re- 
quired by 
Section 

133  (l)(o) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send- 
ing lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No,  of 
instancet 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

WEARING  apparel 

Making,  etc. , 

15 

Cleaning  and 

Washing* 

— 

_ 

... 

Brushmaking! 

2 

- 

- 

- 

— 

32 


PESTS 


DISINFESTATION 

Only  two  complaints  of  any  significance  were  received  during  the 
year.  These  were  associated  with  hed  hugs  and  the  treatment  carried 
out  hy  the  Department  destroyed  the  infestations. 

In  "both  cases  the  houses  were  council  owned  and  the  tenants  were 
not  of  the  kind  usually  associated  with  this  type  of  insect. 

The  source  of  the  infestation  was  not  traced,  hut  the  possibility 
that  the  infestation  was  picked  up  whilst  furniture  was  in  transit 
cannot  he  ruled  out.  If  this  is  the  case,  there  may  well  he  similar 
infestations  which  are  not  reported. 

Other  complaints  dealt  with  were  in  respect  of  ants,  fleas,  beetles 
and  wasps.  The  Department  destroyed  two  wasp  nests  complained  of  and 
twenty-five  others  were  dealt  with  hy  the  rodent  control  staff. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  service,  which  is  free  to  householders,  is  carried  out  hy  the 
staff  of  the  joint  area  for  rodent  control  comprising  of  Bletchley 
Urban  District  Council;  Newport  Pagnell  Urban  District  Council  and 
Newport  Pagnell  Rural  District  Council. 

The  twice  yearly  survey  and  treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  district 
was  carried  out  and  it  was  reported  that  they  were  reasonably  free 
from  infestation.  This  should  not  he  taken  to  infer  that  the  town 
will  soon  he  free  of  rats,  as  the  surrounding  countryside  acts  as  a 
catchment  area  and  the  only  way  of  keeping  on  top  of  the  pests  is  hy 
prompt  reporting  hy  the  public  and  occupiers  of  premises  and  hy 
regular  surveys. 

A serious  infestation  hy  rats  was  notified  at  a new  school  in  the 
summer.  Parts  of  the  building  were  in  use,  hut  the  construction  of  the 
remainder  was  incomplete.  A rat  population  had  built  up  in  the  under- 
floor pipe  ducts,  access  to  which  was  easily  gained  from  several  parts 
left  open.  Remedial  action  was  carried  out  hy  establishihg  numerous 
baiting  points  throughout  the  ducting  system.  Baits  were  topped  up 
and  careful  watch  taken  of  the  situation  over  several  visits.  When  the 
infestation  appeared  to  he  under  control  a rodent  deodorant  was 
distributed  throughout  the  system  to  mask  any  smells  from  dead  rats. 

The  exercise  appeared  to  have  been  successful  for  no  further  complaints 
were  received. 
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The  rodent  officer,  "besides  making  monthly  investigations  to 
premises  under  contract,  similarly  visits  Council  depots  and  dealt 
from  time  to  time  with  infestations  occurring  at  Rammamere  Farm  refuse  tip 
and  the  sewage  disposal  works. 

Summary  of  visits  and  investigations 

Type  of  property 


Non- Agricultural 


Local 

Authority 


Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc. Council 
Houses) 


All  others 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 


Total  number  of 
properties  in- 
spected as  a 
result  of 
notification 


4 


68 


15 


Agricultural 


Total 


87 


Total  number  of 
properties  in- 
spected in  the 
course  of  survey 
under  the  Act 


9 


1588 


296 


5 


1898 


Total  number  of 
properties  other- 
wise inspected 
(e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some 
other  purpose  by 
P.H.  Inspector) 


15 


12 


27 


— t 


PETROLEUM 


The  total  quantity  of  petroleum  being  stored  under  licence  during 
the  year  amounted  to  119,460  gallons  for  which  forty  seven  licences 
were  issued  and  fees  collected. 

•’Petroleum  spirit/mixture"  means  petroleum  which  when  it  is 
tested  in  the  prescribed  manner  gives  off  an  inflammable  vapour  at  a 
temperature  of  less  than  73°F. 

It  will  be  obvious  that  the  conditions  and  situations  in  which 
such  a hazardous  substance  is  kept  must  be  regulated  in  some  way. 

The  Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928  states  that  petroleum- 
spirit  shall  not  be  kept  unless  a licence  is  in  force  authorising 
the  storage  and  it  must  be  kept  in  accordance  with  such  conditions 
if  any,  as  may  be  attached  to  the  licence. 

The  conditions  to  which  the  Council  attaches  to  and  issues  such 
licences  under  are  based  on  the  Home  Office  Model  Code.  Equally 
important  are  the  pre-licensing  requirements  and  these  are  based  on 
those  recommended  by  the  Association  for  Petroleum  Acts  Adminstration 
of  which  the  Council  is  a member. 

Petroleum  spirits  are  normally  stored  in  underground  tanks  set 
in  brick  chambers  and  surrounded  by  sand.  The  modern  tendency  is 
however  to  surround  the  tank  with  nine  inches  thick  concrete. 

The  modem  filling  station,  provided  they  are  constructed  and 
operated  in  accordance  with  the  requirements,  normally  present  no 
worries.  A matter  for  concern,  however,  are  those  kerbside  stations. 
Many  members  of  the  public  have  no  discrimination  as  to  where  and 
when  they  throw  away  their  still  lighted  cigarette  ends  and  it  is  a 
continual  source  of  amazement  to  me  that  no  accidents  occur  at  these 
particular  sites. 

The  best  that  can  be  done  at  these  outmoded  sites  is  to  see  that 
the  warning  signs  are  displayed  and  that  the  fire  fighting  apparatus 
is  properly  provided  and  maintained. 

Other  nuisances  may  arise  from  leaking  old  tanks  and  prior  to 
licence  renewals  at  the  end  of  the  year  Ullage  tests  were  carried 
out  on  four  tanks  which  were  over  twenty  years  old  but  these  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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The  Annual  Report  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Explosives  contained  many 
descriptions  of  accidents,  injurious  and  sometimes  fatal,  caused  by 
petroleum  fires  and  which  were  required  to  he  reported  to  the  Home  Office. 
In  an  effort  to  bring  home  to  licence  holders  the  dangerous  nature  of 
the  substance  they  store,  we  extracted  these  descriptions  and  included 
a copy  with  each  licence  renewal  issued  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty  visits  and  inspections  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  checking  that  licensing  conditions  were  being  observed  and 
for  supervising  the  construction  of  new  storage  sites.  Five  informal 
notices  were  served  and  three  completed. 


WORKING  CONDITIONS  IN  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


REGISTRATION 

An  Order  made  under  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
requires  an  employer  to  notify  the  appropriate  enforcing  authority  of 
the  number  of  persons  he  intends  to  employ  and  of  the  address  of  the 
premises  at  which  they  are  to  work. 

Since  the  Order  came  into  force  in  1964  it  is  estimated  that  some 
seventy-five  per  cent  of  all  notifications  received  were  achieved  solely 
on  the  initiative  of  Public  Health  Department  staff. 

During  the  year  a few  premises  came  to  light  that  had  been  missed 
the  previous  year,  but  even  when  new  premises  were  being  opened  very 
few  notifications  were  received  which  were  entirely  the  result  of  the 
employers  own  initiative. 

INSPECTIONS 

Founding  a new  Department  and  the  pressure  of  duties  under  other 
legislation  had  its  effect  on  this  aspect  of  our  work. 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  begin  General  Inspections  of  premises 
until  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Of  the  premises  inspected  by  the  years*  end,  shops  formed  the 
larger  proportion,  as  the  visits  could  quite  often  incorporate  inspection 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Visits  other  than  General  Inspections  were  to  do  with  registrations, 
accident  investigation,  discussions  and  advice,  and  in  connection  with 
the  submission  of  plans. 
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In  addition  to  the  Annual  Report  required  to  he  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Labour,  a special  report  was  requested  on  Lighting 
Standards.  The  report  was  to  relate  to  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year  and  it  entailed  numerous  re-visits  in  the  late  afternoon  to  take 
light-meter  readings  at  various  establishments. 

When  examining  plans  submitted  under  Building  Byelaws  the 
opportunity  is  taken  to  secure  compliance  as  far  as  possible  with  the 
structural  requirements  of  the  Act.  This  takes  the  form  of 
correspondence,  interviews  and  discussions  with  architects  and  owners. 
CO-operation  is  generally  good,  for  these  people  realise  it  is  cheaper 
to  build  their  premises  to  comply  rather  than  to  have  to  alter  them 
at  a later  date. 

GENERAL 

Premises  inspected  during  the  year  were  generally  found  to  be  in 
a good  state  of  Cleanliness. 

Only  one  instance  of  Overcrowding  was  observed  and  this  was  in 
premises  due  for  alteration. 

The  provision  regarding  Temperature  caused  some  difficulty 
especially  in  large  shops  and  rear  stock  rooms  in  frosty  weather. 
Several  shops  had  no  Thermometer  provided. 


Premises  generally  were  found  to  be  provided  with  adequate  means 
of  Ventilation  but  some  difficulty  was  being  experienced  at  one  place 
which  had  mechanical  ventilation  to  two  interna]  offices. 


As  yet  there  are  no  standards 
and  sufficient,  presumably  this  is 
report. 


for  Lighting  other  than  suitable 
why  the  Minister  requested  a special 


A few  premises  were  found  with  insufficient  Sanitary  Conveniences 
but  the  greatest  difficulty  was  that  of  providing  intervening  ventilated 
spaces  between  the  conveniences  and  work  rooms. 


Most  shops  were  provided  with  Washing  Facilities  but  in  many 
instances  ther  was  no  hot  water  supplied. 

Other  requirements  into  which  compliance  was  sought  were, 
Drinking  Water,  Clothing  Accommodation,  Sitting  Facilities,  Eating 
Facilities  and  the  Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of  machinery. 
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The  majority  of  shops  were  found  to  have  the  specified  First-Aid  hox 
hut  many  employers  did  not  realise  that  the  Regulations  prescribe  a 
minimum  set  of  First-Aid  items  to  he  kept  on  the  premises  at  all  times, 
consequently  when  even  one  item  is  used  from  these  specially  prepared  boxes 
a contravention  exists.  It  is  a pity  that  the  producers  of  these  First- 
Aid  kits  do  not  duplicate  some  of  those  items  which  could  he  expected  to 
he  most  used. 

Most  premises  were  found  to  he  displaying  the  prescribed  Abstract 
of  the  Act. 


ACCIDENTS 

Where  a person  is  absent  from  work  for  three  days  or  more  as  a result 
of  an  accident  sustained  there,  the  employer  must  notify  the  Council. 

Seven  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year  of  which  three  were 
investigated.  No  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found  to  he  the  result 
of  these  accidents. 


TABLE  A - REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number  of  reg- 
istered premises 
receiving  a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

19 

71 

11 

Retail  shops 

10 

136 

42 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

1 

6 

4 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public,  canteens 

1 

15 

0 

Fuel  storage  depots 

0 

1 

0 

Totals 

31 

229 

57 
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Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
premises : 


TABLE  B 


153 


TABLE  C - ANALYSIS  OF  RECORDED  PARTICULARS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY 
WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

548 

Retail  shops 

735 

Wholesale  departments, 
warehouses 

49 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public 

102 

Canteens 

11 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

Total 

1447 

TOTAL  MALES  592 


TOTAL  FEMALES  855 


The  full  impact  of  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  will 
not  be  felt  until  we  have  had  longer  time  to  adminster  its  many 
detailed  provisions.  The  Act  was  long  overdue  and  some  time  may 
elapse  before  all  places  falling  within  its  scope  comply  with  the 
standards  prescribed.  It  is,  however,  a valuable  step  forward  in 
raising  the  country's  environmental  standards. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ACTS 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

One  licence  was  granted  for  the  keeping  of  a Pet  Shop. 

The  licence  was  granted  subject  to  the  conditions  which  ensure  that 
the  objects  of  the  Act  were  being  observed. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  I963 

One  licence  was  issued  for  an  establishment  carrying  on  the  business 
of  providing  accomodation  for  other  peoples  animals. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

The  Act  requires  scrap  metal  dealers  to  be  registered  with  the  local 
authority  in  whose  area  they  are  carrying  on  the  business. 

One  dealer  was  registered  during  the  year  under  this  Act. 

THE  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960 


The  difficulty  which  besets  any  council  intending  to  enforce 
legislation  on  noise  is  that  the  type  and  amount  of  noise  causing  annoyance 
differs  according  to  individual  taste.  The  local  authority, however, 
has  to  take  statutory  action  to  protect  the  district  generally.  *'■ 

Some  people  cannot  stand  sharp  sudden  noises  such  as  barking  dogs, 
motor  cycles  or  road-breaking  drills.  Others  are  driven  frantic  by  the 
steady  humming— type  noises  that  build  up  to  become  more  and  more  annoying 
in  the  mind  of  the  listener. 

A complaint  was  received  regarding  the  operation  of  motors  and  fans 
installed  as  part  of  a refrigeration  plant  at  the  rear  of  a newly  completed 
supermarket.  During  the  day  the  noise  was  indistinguishable  from  the 
hul  bub  of  the  main  street  traffic.  Observations  in  the  late  evening  showed 
that  the  noise  became  more  prominent  and  that  when  the  noise  of  passing 
traffic  finally  died  down  it  might  give  rise  to  some  annoyance. 

A word  with  the  maintenance  engineer  and  some  adjustments  carried 
out  resulted  in  a reduction  of  the  noise  to  a more  acceptable  level. 

In  attempting  to  classify  noise  nuisances,  mechanical  aids  are  not 
always  successful,  even  the  human  ear  cannot  always  be  relied  upon  for 
some  are  more  susceptible  than  others. 


By  far  the  most  effective  action  is  that  made  by  a requisite  number 
of  neighbours  to  the  nuisance.  A court  might  take  more  notice  of  persons 
who  have  gone  to  the  trouble  of  taking  direct  proceedings  than  of  action 
by  the  local  authority. 
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